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CABINET IS ALMOST FILLED.  The Governor has nominated David Bernhardt to lead the Department of Transportation and Joseph Ponte to serve as head of the Corrections Department.  Bernhardt is currently the Director of Engineering and Operations for the Department of Transportation. Ponte began his career in 1969 as a correctional officer at the Massachusetts Department of Corrections, where he promoted through the ranks to become warden at two different facilities and was later named assistant deputy commissioner.
MAINE TURNPIKE AUTHORITY AUDIT RAISES EYEBROWS.  The Maine Office of Program Evaluation and Government Accountability (OPEGA) in January released a report on the Maine Turnpike Authority.  The details online make for interesting reading of where the MTA spends money (gift cards, contributions to all kinds of groups and turkeys for their employees – just to name a few).  Expect additional interest from Legislators who want any operating surplus to be sent to the General Fund (as currently required).  OPEGA supports the Legislature in meeting its constitutional responsibilities and to improve the accountability, oversight and performance of State government for the benefit of Maine’s citizens.

MBA testified before the Joint Appropriations and Financial Affairs Committees on Wednesday in support of the Governor’s recommendation (LD 100 PART AA) that a standalone Commissioner’s position be reinstated within the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation (DPFR).  Representatives from the insurance industry and the credit unions joined MBA’s Kathy Keneborus in support of reinstating a full-time Commissioner.  The Commissioner’s salary will be paid proportionally with dedicated revenue from all of the Bureaus within DPFR, including the Bureau of Financial Institutions.  

Regulatory Fairness and Reform Committee.  The final hearing will be Wednesday, February 9th from 3 PM to 6 PM at Southern Maine Community College in South Portland, Maine (Howe Hall, Room 306).  This is the last of seven
 meetings to discuss regulatory issues that impact business.

LD 156  An Act To Clarify the Regulation of Impacts to Significant Vernal Pool Habitats under the Natural Resources Protection Act.  Bill Summary:  The bill clarifies that a landowner proposing to cause an impact to a significant vernal pool habitat is not subject to regulation pursuant to the Department of Environmental Protection's vernal pool rules if the significant vernal pool habitat depression is not on property owned or controlled by that landowner.  

LD 219
 An Act To Amend the Laws Governing  Shoreland  Zoning.  Bill Summary:  This bill reduces the width of land that is subject to shore land zoning and land use controls from 250 feet to 75 feet from the normal high-water line or upland edge of any body of water, river or wetland.  

LD 247  An Act To Amend the Gift Card Laws.  Bill Summary: This bill changes from 2 years to 5 years the time after which a gift obligation or stored-value card is deemed abandoned. It also removes the requirement that a merchant must remit 60% of the unclaimed amount to the State Treasurer.

BE SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  We have scheduled March 30th (5 PM to 7 PM) at the Governor Hill House in Augusta for our annual Meet Your Local Banker Event.
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